
Dear friends, 

Last month we were pleased to welcome 

Sue Smith, Hand in Hand CEO/Manager for a 

visit to JJ. Two days were spent travelling to 

and from Bushenyi and two at JJ’s institutions. 

She met with the head/principal of each 

institution, observed students at work and saw 

first-hand the developments since her last visit. 

Sue was especially encouraged to hear 

about the progress of former beneficiaries. 

During Sue’s visit Denis (college principal) 

and I (Beth) attended a local burial (funeral). On the way back we gave a lift to the mother 

of a former beneficiary. I remember hearing, a few years ago, how Hope (name changed) 

visited the college on her own, requesting help for further studies. Having completed S4 (O 

Level) she was eager to train as a nursery teacher but lacked financial support. Hope was 

enrolled at JJ’s college, benefitted from free tuition and lunch, and her mother managed to 

cover the cost of registration for external exams. Today, she is employed as a nursery 

teacher and her mother was very happy to inform us that Hope has built her (the mother) a 

house! (This is not the student mentioned in the last newsletter who is building herself a 

home. In Uganda, building a house is far simpler and cheaper than in the UK—locally made 

clay bricks, minimal planning requirements, basic essentials like a foundation, walls, roof, 

external doors and windows and the house is built! Internal finishing can come later and any 

plumbing or electricity are a bonus. A bathroom is typically a simple structure a few metres 

away from the house, with a pit latrine as the toilet.) 

It has been encouraging, and is often a surprise, when we come across former students 

and hear about their progress. Recently on a rather late journey back to Kampala on a 

Sunday evening (for Horace’s work on Monday) we stopped for supper at a small café on 

the roadside. A young man came to greet us and explained he is a former college 

agriculture student (we didn’t recognise him). A former primary and secondary “Old Girl” 

now working in a successful microfinance institution recently 

helped with opening a bank account for Horace’s uncle. 
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Newly elected secondary prefects and their predecessors 

Meet Our OG: Olivia [left]. 

She studied Tourism and Hospitality Management at JJ Excel College. 

Today, Olivia is working as a Tour Guide in Semuliki National Park. She’s helping 

her family pay school fees for her siblings, and this August intake she’s going back 

for her Diploma! 

If you want to be like Olivia—independent, skilled, and making a difference— 

Enroll now with JJ Excel College. 

At JJ Excel College, We are Skilled To Serve. 

Written by one of JJ’s budding journalism students. 



At JJ’s primary school, a former secondary beneficiary is 

assisting to supervise the construction of four rooms for 

teachers’ accommodation. Most of the work has been 

completed by college students. We expect staff to move in at 

least in time for the start of Term 3 (mid September). The four 

rooms join onto the renovated mud 

house which served as JJ’s first classroom. 

Other recent developments at JJ include: 

 Painting and plastering the front of the secondary administration 

block (see front photo) 

 Connecting all three institutions to the national mains water supply 

 And as part of “real-life projects” requirements college students 

fixed a sink and extended the piped water supply to the catering 
room; improved the floor in the food store; installed an electric bell; 

and installed solar lighting in the main hall. 

Our priority for larger developments remains the construction of a second room in the 

girls dormitory at the college - pray with us for provision for this. We are thankful for an 

increase in enrolment at the college this year, (which helps cover more of its running costs), 

and it has been a blessing that the increase was mainly in the boys section. There is still 

space in the boys hostel, but the girls are rather crowded in their one dormitory room. 

Finally, Olivia (for whom we are guardians) is no longer at home with us in Namagoma 

but is working in Rubirizi District as a nursery teacher and studying at JJ Excel College during 

school holidays for a diploma in Early Childhood Development. Rita has finished  her first 

year at university and has spent her holiday with us. She will return to her hostel to start her 

second year next week. 

Thank you for your interest and support, 

 Horace & Bethan 

UK contact: Mrs J.A. Nutting, +44 1686 650321 

Maesnant, Aberhafesp, Newtown, Powys, SY16 3HU 

Working in Uganda with:  

JJ Community Transformation (U), 

Uganda NGO no: INDR1057118NB, www.jjctuganda.org 

In partnership with: Hand in Hand, 

UK Charity no: 1069976, www.hihand.org 

For personal support: www.stewardship.org.uk/partners/20135200 

Horace and Bethan Muhabuzi, muhabuzihb@gmail.com 

From left: Secondary geography and entrepreneurship students 

on fieldtrips, and primary pupils ready to participate in a 

sports competition. 

Appreciating the college Deputy Principal and Academic 
Registrar who secured government jobs but will continue 
teaching at JJ on a part-time basis. 

Agriculture students learning 

carpentry skills while making 

a pen for goats. 

2 of the 4 staff rooms under 
construction at primary 


